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Harmony Day: Australia can do better 
 

ANT aR marks  Harmony Day by h igh l igh t ing  the  con t r ibu t ion  o f  Abor ig ina l  
and  T orres  St ra i t  I s lander  cu l tu res  to  the  cu l tu ra l  and  sp i r i tua l  l i f e  o f  our  
na t ion  and  by ca l l ing  fo r  ac t ion  to  address  con t inu ing  rac ia l  d iscr im ina t ion  
aga ins t  Abor ig ina l  and  T orres  St ra i t  I s lander  peop les .   
 
21  Marc h  i s  c e leb ra ted  as  Harm ony Day in  Aus t ra l i a  and  l i nk s  to  i n te rna t iona l  
c e leb ra t ions  to  m ark  the  Un i ted  Na t ion ' s  I n te rna t iona l  Day f o r  t he  E l im ina t ion  o f  
Rac ia l  D is c r im ina t ion .   
 
J ac que l ine  Ph i l l i ps ,  ANT aR Na t iona l  D i r ec to r ,  s a id  t ha t  c onc e rns  c on t inue  to  be  
ex p res s ed  by the  in te rna t iona l  Com m i t tee  on  the  E l im ina t ion  o f  Rac ia l  
D is c r im ina t ion  tha t  t he  leg is la t i on  enab l ing  the  c on t inu ing  ope ra t ion  o f  t he  
Nor the rn  T e r r i t o r y i n te r ven t ion  r em a ins  r ac ia l l y  d i s c r im ina to r y.   
 
"ANT aR we lc om es  the  Federa l  G ove rnm en t  r ec en t  announc em en t  t o  pu t  a  
s t r onge r  e f f o r t  i n to  t ac k l i ng  r ac i s m  in  Aus t ra l i a  as  pa r t  o f  t he i r  new 
m u l t i c u l t u ra l i s m  po l i c y.   
 
"E l im ina t ing  r ac ia l  d i s c r im ina t ion  i s  es s en t ia l  t o  enab l ing  Aus t ra l i a  t o  r eac h  i t s  
f u l l  po ten t ia l  as  a  na t ion .   
 
"T h is  c an  neve r  be  ac h ieved  wh i le  we  have  rac ia l  d i s c r im ina t ion  em bedded  in  
any o f  ou r  l aws ,  o r  i ndeed  in  ou r  na t ion ' s  Cons t i t u t i on .   
 
"ANT aR has  we lc om ed  the  c ros s -pa r t y c om m i tm en t  t o  ho ld ing  a  r e f e rendum  
a im ed  a t  p rope r l y r ec ogn is ing  the  un ique  s ta tus  and  iden t i t y  o f  t he  F i r s t  Peop les  
o f  ou r  l and .   
 
"T he  pub l i c  deba tes  and  c ons u l ta t i ons  tha t  w i l l  t ak e  p lac e  ove r  t he  nex t  yea r  o r  
m ore  m us t  i nc lude  c ons ide ra t ion  o f  whe the r  t o  r em ove  rac ia l l y  d i s c r im ina to r y 
c laus es  in  ou r  Cons t i t u t i on ,  i nc lud ing  s ec t ion  25  wh ic h  em powers  s ta te  
gove rnm en ts  t o  p reven t  peop le  f r om  any s pec i f i c  r ac e  f r om  be ing  ab le  t o  vo te .   
 
"W h i le  i t  s eem s  un l i k e l y t ha t  t h i s  p rov is ion  w i l l  be  us ed  aga in ,  i t  i s  we l l  pas t  
t im e  f o r  ou r  na t ion  to  c ons ide r  whe the r  we  s t i l l  wan t  a  c laus e  in  ou r  na t ion ' s  
f ound ing  doc um en t  wh ic h  i s  open ly r ac ia l l y  d i s c r im ina to r y. "   
 
For  fu r ther  comment ,  con tac t  Jacque l ine  Ph i l l ips  on  0423  773  395 .  
 
ANTaR i s  a  na t iona l  adv oc ac y  o rgan is a t ion  ded ic a ted  s pec i f i c a l l y  t o  t he  r i gh ts  -  
and  ov e rc oming  the  d i s adv an tage  -  o f  Abo r ig ina l  and  To r res  S t ra i t  I s lande r  
peop les .  
 


